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beginning of the reign of Emperor Nicholas II.   All my
efforts to abolish the redemption payments during my ad-
ministration of the Ministry of Finances proved unavailing
("Why indulge the muzhik?"), and it was only after the
act of October xyth, 1905, that I succeeded in enacting this
measure.   A considerable extension of the operations, of
the Peasant Bank was another step toward a betterment
of the peasant's condition, which was made by my Cabinet.
We did not think it advisable to go further without placing
the matter before the newly created legislative body, which
was soon to convene.   We also established a chain of local
committees for the study of agrarian conditions and we elab-
orated a program of peasant reforms to be submitted to the
Duma,   Individual land ownership and full legal rights for
the peasant class were the two basic principles of that pro-
gram.   The transition from communal to individual land
ownership was to be gradual and free from all compulsion,
Stolypin's Cabinet and the third Duma took advantage
of the legislative plan which we had laid, but in doing so
they distorted them to such an extent that the land reform
which is now being carried out may lead to grave revolu-
tionary complications.   Like myself, Stolypin intended to
develop a class of small private landowners from among the
peasants, but with his characteristic faith in the efficacy of
coercion he inaugurated a policy of forcefully disrupting
the time-hallowed institution of the obshchina.   Besides,
while forcing upon the peasant individual land ownership,
the new law (Act of November 9, 1906) failed to grant
him full civic rights, notably the right of inheritance.   The
reform is being carried out hastily and ill-advisedly, without
paying due attention to the secondary problems raised by
it, as if it were a mere police measure and not an act of
overwhelming national importance.   Its only outcome will
be a chaotic condition in the village and rapid proletariza-
tion of the peasant masses*